
The Long and Winding Road… 
by Steve Traudt 
 
I have often been “accused” of 
being an early adopter. While I admit it is mostly true, it is 
not the worst accusation ever hurled at me! In the early 
days of digital photography, the technology was evolving so 
quickly I think it was understandable as I tried to keep up. I 
began my digital journey in September of 2002 with a 
Canon D60, a beguiling treasure box of 6mp magic! Even 
today, my best seller catalog contains many D60 files. 
 
The next 10 years were a blur of advancements. Some were 
amazing; many just fluff. In 2012 I acquired my first full 
frame model, a Canon 5D Mark 3. I vowed to slow the 
merry-go-round and indeed for the last 6 years it has been 
my trusted sidekick. 
 
As we begin 2019, a new magic box adorns my camera bag. 
Because many of my friends will ask what led me to this 
change, I offer the following thoughts. 
 
The 5d3 was a wonderful camera. When I sold it a few 
months ago, it had made 67,000 images of which 8,700 still 
reside in my Lightroom catalog. There was nothing wrong 
with the camera; it still worked just fine. But for the last 
year or two, I was getting “twitchy”! This twitchiness can 
derive from multiple pressure points. For one, those 
wonderful full frame files no longer seemed as smooth and 
noise-free as I once thought. The dynamic range was 
certainly not up to current standards. And yes, I was 
probably just bored and wanted a new toy! My current 
style of developing in Lightroom and Photoshop uses pretty 
aggressive clarity, dehaze and NIK adjustments. The 5d3 
files were not always able to survive my edits. 
 
I knew I wanted something smaller and lighter which 
usually means a mirrorless of some flavor. I took a short 
detour to a Canon mirrorless, M5. It had an APS-C sensor, 
and was very small and lightweight. I really enjoyed using it. 
Yet, before long, I felt like the images were not as sharp as 
I’d like and I became disenchanted. I think in retrospect, 
because it was so light, I was not holding it as steady as I 
should have. And the lenses for it were not necessarily top 
drawer either. Toward the end, I had gone back to carrying 
the 5d3 as I felt the extra bulk added some stability. I admit 
that my lack of quality files from the M5 were possibly or 
totally the result of my user sloppiness! 
 
So the twitchiness was back with a vengeance. I tried 
everything: Preparation H, cortisone cream, even a maple 
and brown sugar bath with a rubber ducky! I still wanted 
mirrorless and full frame if possible. I don’t take changing 
SLR systems lightly having done it only 3 times in 46 years 

(Minolta-Nikon-Canon). Some years ago I bought a little Fuji 
compact. It was a solid gem but I could not for the life of 
me understand its’ menu system. It was a nightmare. That 
memory coupled with the fact that Canon menus are 
probably the best made me more nervous than a long 
tailed cat in a room full of rocking chairs! 
 
At that point, I asked myself a fateful question: What is 
currently the best camera? Most folks would say the Nikon 
D850 and I agree. But I did not want to continue on with a 
full sized camera body. I next asked, “Why is the D850 so 
highly regarded?” Easy answer: the sensor. I then asked, 
“Who makes this sensor?” Sony. What?? Yes, Sony! Now 
before the Nikon fanboys get up in my grille, I realize that 
Nikon adds their own special goodness and sauce to the 
Sony sensor. But still… 
 
I was certainly aware of Sony and their ever increasing 
market share. I’d even occasionally had folks ask me if I had 
switched to Sony yet. So I finally did a deep dive. I knew the 
Sony menu system was often maligned but they had 
supposedly improved it of late. I finally identified the Sony 
A73 as a possibility. At that point, I rented one for 2 weeks 
from lensrental.com and put the camera to a good test. I 
was impressed and the menu, although extensive, was not 
too bad. I was mostly amazed at the low noise, at least 
compared to my aging 5d3. And the dynamic range was 
obviously better than what I was used to. The Sony A73 was 
smaller than my 5d3 but bigger than the M5. There are 
over 80 lenses available for the Sony and more every day. 
 
Even though I was quite taken by the Sony, I waited a few 
more weeks until Canon announced their first full frame 
mirrorless, the Canon EOS R. I was underwhelmed. Given 
that Sony is five years ahead in this market segment I was 
surprised (and disappointed) at the wimpiness of the R. No 
IBIS (in body image stabilization). Outdated sensor. Only a 
few initial lenses. No way to use any of my M5 lenses, only 
my 5d3 lenses with an adapter. I’m sure Canon will catch 
up but it could be another year or three until that happens. 
 
Next in this journey was the money! I had a bucketful of 
lenses, plus the M5 and the 5d3. At first I debated keeping 
the 5d3 and one or two lenses or the M5. I soon realized 
my calcified brain could not handle two different systems. I 
have long experience selling on eBay and Craig’s List so I 
researched my potential earnings from a Canon sell-off. The 
money worked. Once I decided to do it, all my Canon gear 
was gone in 10 days! Note that there are adapters to use 
Canon lenses on the Sony. I tried two: Metabones and 
Sigma and neither one was suitable. It was just as well since 
the adapted Canon lenses were a bit ungainly hanging off 
the Sony body. There is no adapter to use the M5 lenses. 
 



As I write this, I have had the Sony system 6 weeks. I really 
like it and there have been no untoward surprises. The 
menu and buttons are becoming second nature.  
 
My system currently consists of: 
 
 Sony A73 (24mp, full frame mirrorless) 
 Sony 28-70 f5.6 OSS (kit lens, compact, walk-around lens) 
 Sony 24-105 f4 G OSS lens (very high quality, general 

 purpose; sharper than my Canon 24-105) 

 Sony FE 70-200 f4 OSS G lens 

 Sony 28mm f2 lens (compact, bright) 
 Sony 90mm f2.8 Macro OSS lens (very, very sharp) 
 Voigtlander Heliar 15mm f4.5 lens (small, absolute jewel, 

 manual focus, lots of DOF) 
 
 
There is a lot of good info on the net regarding this camera 
so I won’t rehash everything. No camera is perfect. The 
following are MY pros and cons. 
 
Pros: 
 

 Beautiful, smooth files. 
 Very low noise. 
 Great dynamic range 
 Files take a beating and keep ticking! 
 Magnified manual focus 
 Very good AF; Eye AF is scary good 
 Newest firmware adds animal eye AF 
 Lots of custom options 
 Better organized menus 
 Good battery life 
 Two memory card slots  
 Very good auto ISO 
 Amazing variety of lenses available 

 
 
 
 

Cons: 
 

 Compressed RAW files are lossy 
 Viewfinder res a little low 
 Touchscreen does not do much 
 Rear LCD only tilts; does not articulate 
 Does not come with battery charger 
 Bottom of camera not weatherproof 
 Frequent dust on the sensor (but easy to clean) 
 Sony has spotty reputation for service issues 
 Sony equipment tends to be more expensive 

 
Bottom line… 
 
Am I glad I bought it? Yes, with no qualifications. I made a 
concerted effort to learn the camera and menu and it has 
paid off. Has it made my photography any better? No. But I 
feel a bit energized and find myself going out to shoot more 
often. I can get very aggressive with these files and they 
stay smooth. I am in no way suggesting you should get this 
or any camera! For me, at this moment, the Sony is the 
right camera. Your mileage may vary.  
 
If you are thinking of changing though, consider the 
following….  
 

 Ask yourself WHY you want something new 

 Can you put into words your reasoning? 

 Do your research; ask lots of questions 

 Understand your strengths and weaknesses 

 Are you committed to learning a new system? 

 Rent any potential new camera first 

 What happens to your old stuff? 

 Don’t go by what your friends tell you 
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